
Age	Level:	10th	Grade	
Subject:	Business	Com.	
Materials	Needed:	Printed	versions	of	bad	resumes	

Standards	
Standard	1:	Develop	strategies	to	effectively	transition	from	school	to	career.	

3.5a.1.9	Describe	benefits	of	participating	in	school	and	community	activities.	

3.4b.1.4	Demonstrate	the	ability	to	describe	personal	career	readiness	skills.	

3.4b.1.5	Begin	compiling	achievements	and	experiences	including	awards,	extracurricular	activities,	and	
community	service	into	an	activity	resume.	

Objectives	
• Students	will	develop	a	resume	which	is	acceptable	to	an	employer.	
• Students	will	critique	poorly	constructed	resumes.	
• Students	begin	to	construct	a	list	of	valuable	skills	and	experiences	which	are	desirable	on	a	

resume.	

Learning	Activities	
1. Class	will	begin	with	a	PowerPoint	which	discusses	nine	items	that	employers	look	for	on	a	

resume.	
2. Students	will	then	take	part	in	gallery	walk	activity.	There	will	be	5	prints	of	bad	resumes.	

Students	will	be	instructed	to	go	around	the	room	and	critique	resumes.	
3. At	the	end	of	class	I	will	project	the	resumes	on	the	board.	As	a	class	we	will	discuss	what	the	

authors	of	the	resume	could	have	done	differently	in	order	to	make	their	resume	more	
acceptable.	

4. If	there	is	enough	time,	students	will	be	instructed	to	create	a	list	of	skills	and	organizations	
which	are	appealing	on	resumes.	

Assessment	
Students	will	not	be	assessed	on	anything	but	class	participation.	

Reflection	
Was	this	activity	useful?	Could	I	have	just	had	the	students	create	their	own	resumes,	and	then	critique	
them	myself?	

	

	 	



Bad Resume Sample 1 

Problems: 

1. Don't center everything! This makes it very difficult to read. 
Especially with bullet points. 

2. Don't use too much white space, or too little. Balance your text with 
the white space around it. 

3. Don't use the same type weight or size. It is difficult to see where 
categories begin and end. 



 



  

  

Bad Resume Sample 2 

Problems: 

1. Margins are too small. It looks like you've crammed everything into a 
little space—too crowded. Margins and white space let your words 
and design "breathe." 

2. Don't italicize your headlines. It makes them look like a logo for a 
hockey team, or like they are running a race. 

3. Don't use a font larger than 11 points for body copy. It looks too 
bulky and unprofessional. 



 



  

  

Bad Resume Sample 3 

Problems: 

1. Too much color, looks like an American "theme" gone wrong. It also 
looks a little like a cheap advertisement… "Step right up folks, here's 
your chance…" 

2. The variation of color disconnects the categories and decreased 
unity. Nothing looks like it goes together. 

3. Margins on this one look pretty good though. Nice "breathing" room. 



 



  

  

Bad Resume Sample 4 

Problems: 

1. Don't use Papyrus! Unless you're designing the poster for Avatar 
VIII. 

2. Don't use overly decorative typefaces. They are too hard to read 
when used for body copy. 

3. Don't combine decorative typefaces 



 



 


